June 30th 2005

Dear Dad,


It’s fire week now. I have been doing okay all week until today. Today I got a high for me 215. 215 points out of a possible 250. I need to get 190-209 for marksman, 210-219 for sharpshooter and 220-250 for expert. I know I can do it. I messed up bad today. There are five stages of fire. First 200 yard line slow fire, 5 shots in each position, sitting, kneeling and standing, 15 shots in 20 minutes. Then 200 yard line rapid fire, 2 magazines of 5 rounds each in 70 seconds, going from a standing position dropping into the sitting to fire. I’m really good at that. Most of the time I’m 10 for 10 in the black. Next is the 300 yard line slow fire, 5 rounds sitting. Then 300 yard line rapid fire in prone. The final stage and one of my best is the 500 yard line. 5 football fields away. 10 rounds in ten minutes from the prone position. The best I have done so far is 6 in the black and remaining in the 4 ring. It’s pretty amazing that with iron sights at 500 yards I can hit center mass on the target. The marines really do train the worlds best marksman. No other military service trains to shoot at such distances. Tomorrow is qualifying day I’ll finish this letter with how I did. Saturday we have a 10 mile hump back to the squad bay on the main side of the island. My knee is pretty jacked up stiff and painful to bend. I even have trouble supporting my weight sometimes. Next week though is team week. Four to Five days doing working parties around the island. I should have time to heal during that week. As of today only 35 days till family day. I have 19 until the crucible. Next week team week, then A-line & boot for a week then the crucible starts TD 55 at 0200, July 19th. Then 54 hours later I will have proven myself yet again. Just like I did to get my eagle scout, graduate high school and getting my vigil honor. I will have proven myself as a marine and earned the title. It’s not as hard as I thought when I signed on the dotted line. Or maybe it is and I’m just stronger. I hope everyone is doing good. Friday-qualifying day…Well I knew that I could do it. I am a Marine Rifle Expert. I shot a 222. Now the next challenge is going to be A-line and Boot. I bet I’m even a better shot now than you. I can consistently hit the target center mass at 500 yards. And at 200 yards standing I’m very good as well. Maybe when I get back we can go shot sometime. After graduation I’ll ride home with you or mom instead of flying. That way I can see stuff all the way home. Mostly my eyelids, but its still good. I’ll write again Sunday. Tell Jane I hope her dad is doing better and that she finds a job she wants soon.  







Love Brendon

PS I hope you have (had) a happy 4th of July. I’ll let you know if I did anything special.

