Received by Karen 6/9/05

5 May (Date written was incomplete)

Dear Mom, 


Things here have calmed down a bit. Now I just sit here every day waiting till graduation. They say after next Tuesday, the 7th things will fly, that will be swim week. This coming Friday I will have my test for MCMAP, the martial arts. I should get my tan belt qualification. On the 17th I have my 50 question knowledge quiz. It should be very easy, I learned most of the stuff in PCP. It’s hard to believe that I have been here 53 days already, only 61 days left. I think on the 16th we will get our pictures taken in the uniforms. I can’t wait till I’m done here, I miss the freedom of eating when I want to and relaxing when I need to. I’m sure when I get off of the Island on the trip back you will see me eat more than you ever have in your life. I think when I get back that Sunday afternoon I would like to have a party. I hope we would be able to use the legion hall but I’m sure they will try to charge a ridiculous amount so we will have to have it at the house or someplace. I would like to smoke ribs and a turkey so I’ll have to start when I get home. I’m going to send the enclosed clipping that Grandma sent me. For some reason she must think I have access to a smoker. We will have glazed sweet potatoes, I eat them all the time here. Baked beans, mashed potatoes and gravy. Now I’m hungry very hungry. For breakfast every morning I eat like a pig. 4 pancakes, waffles or French toast, 1 has brown, cereal, milk, banana, yogurt, bagel cream cheeses, orange juice and raisin toast w/ jelly and peanut butter. This letter is making me very hungry. SDI said that we could receive power bars and the Gatorade powder mixes (the orange jug thing, but don’t send any power bars. They will not be eaten very often and not now at all. The Gatorade mix you could send in a week of receiving this letter I think, maybe around the 22nd only 1 though. The platoon is now down to 45 recruits. We lost 4 on the IST, then 9 more throughout the weeks. We picked up 3 more though. I expect we will be dropping at least 2 more. One because he doesn’t have the heart and another because he can’t swim. Well I have to go work w/ my rifle and drill. I hope everyone is well and Conor is fine. I got pictures from Grandma Doris of the party before I left and Christmas as well as Conor from a court of honor w/ patches. Tell him I’m very proud of him and to keep up the good work. Please let me know his last day of school is and how he is doing. If he does good I would like to get him something for Scouts as a present to keep his interest and focused. I don’t know how much I have in the bank at home but if he needs something for Scouting or just a PS2 game that he really doesn’t need but I feel bad for not being there. I know it will not help not being there but it will make me feel better. We can tell him its and end of school year present, good job type of thing. Tell Jess that I hope she is healthy and the baby as well. Let the church know I’m staying strong and to keep praying for me. I love you so much. See you Aug 5. I’ll let you know what food you must bring when it comes closer.


Love, 



Brendon



I’ll send the recipe later.

